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Introduction 



In recent years a substantial amount of information on freight 
movement in the United Kingdom has been collected and analy- 
sed in such studies as the Ministry’s surveys of road goods 
transport, the Railway surveys of rail wagon movement, and 
the Board of Trade’s surveys of coastal shipping traffic. All 
these studies have, however, centred around the suppliers of 
transport services and very few investigations have been made 
of the demand side ie from the point of view of the users of 
transport services.' This present survey was designed to fill some 
of this void. 

The inquiry was first planned in the latter part of 1965, and 
after preliminary investigations the main body of the data was 
collected in 1966 and 1967. Two broad types of information 
were collected from some 720 establishments in manufacturing 
industry: the first type related to the transport arrangements of 
the establishments and the traffic despatched by them during 
one year distinguished by the mode used; the second type of 
information collected related to a sample of consignments des- 
patched during the survey period. 

The first source of information provided data on such factors 
as the size and composition of traders vehicle fleets; the fre- 
quency of A contract and C hiring arrangements; ownership 
and use of rail sidings and canal berths ; annual traffic generated. 
The second source provided data on the nature of consignments 
and the influence of factors such as consignment weight and 
type, containerisation, origin and destination, and price upon 
the distribution of traffic between modes. 

The survey, although large enough — in terms of the number 
of firms and consignments investigated — to give reasonably 
accurate information on the total transport market and also on 
the markets for the transport of certain commodities, was not 
large enough to give accurate results for specific markets eg the 
carriage of consignments of chemicals of over 1 ton for hauls of 
over 100 miles. It must be remembered, therefore, that the re- 
sults refer to an aggregation of specific markets and do not, 
therefore, necessarily, hold for any one specific market. 



Presentation of results 

The results of the survey are presented in three parts : 

(a) part i contains the results of a probability analysis which 
has been employed to indicate the relative influence of 
factors on the distribution of traffic between modes. This 
technique is both complex and experimental but it has been 
presented in a non-technical manner so as to make it avail- 
able to as wide an audience as possible and throughout 
references have been given to relevant sections in Part n 
where the matter is considered in the conventional tabular 
form. 

(b) part ii contains an analysis in tabular form of factors in- 
fluencing the distribution of traffic between modes. This 
Part consists of eight chapters, the first of which deals with 
the main factors influencing modal split, whilst the other 
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